TOWARDS  A  SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
workshops to put into practice one of his cherished schemes, and
has supplied us with his philosophy not by abstract theories
but, in his History of Ten Tears^ by a direct commentary of
current events.
Blanc can scarcely be described as a great thinker, and his
main contribution to ideas can be easily summarized. The
starting-point of his system is a sharp distinction between what
are to him the only two real social classes: the bourgeoisie,
who, owning instruments of labour or capital, can, without
enslaving themselves, develop their faculties and are thus
to a large extent independent; and the people, who, having
no such possessions, cannot find in themselves means of self-
development and depend on others for all the primary needs of
life. All those belong to the people, whatever their education,
their knowledge or their social relations, who are not assured
of their food, their clothing or their shelter. There is here
a social inequality before which so-called political liberty is
valueless. This unequal state of things is due to competition,
based on individualism, that religion of industrialism, which
stands for a freedom that is no real freedom at all but which,
under a misleading title, " passes proud and unmoved before
the slaves of destitution and ignorance." l
The antithesis to this false liberty is that bugbear of indivi-
dualism, State intervention: individualists know well enough
what they are doing when they fight it tooth and nail!
You must use the State, you must seize power, because if
you don't somebody else will: " not to seize power as an in-
strument is to find it in one's path as an obstacle." And among
other things the State must take in hand is the organization
of labour, for it is there that the present-day chaos is most
marked—a chaos which is equivalent in practice to a tyranny
worse than that of Nero and Tiberius, the tyranny of things.2
To discuss Blanc's theories is to discuss the whole problem
of State Socialism, which is obviously impossible here. He
may fairly claim to have been unlucky in that the 1848 ex-
periment, which he was virtually forced to make, was scarcely
1	Dix Ans, v., p. 494.
2	Organisation du Travail, pp. 17,48.
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